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Abstract


The aim of this study was to categorize play activities as viewed by the pre-school children in four selected private schools. It is also described ethnographically the play activities of the participants, categorized, compared and analyzed the activities in terms of similarities and differences among all the participants and by gender. 


One hundred sixty one (161) pre-school students from two girls' schools – Poveda Learning Center QC and St. Paul Pasig, and two boys' schools – Lourdes School Mandaluyong, and Xavier School San Juan participated in this study. The play activities were those done before and after schools hours and during recess time within the classroom and its surroundings. The study utilized ethnographic description of play activities, pile sort technique and cluster analysis to categorize the games. 


There were thirty-two games (32) observed in all four schools. Of these fifteen (15) were found in the boys' schools and nineteen (19) in the girls' schools . One game – jack en poy – was common in the four schools and langit-lupa in on boy's and girl's school. All other games were totally different by gender.  


Also, the categorization of the games were categorized into three: Cluster 1: dependent on  skills like running, tagging and with the element 'it'; Cluster 2: games with hand or body actions accompanied by rhyme; Cluster 3: games done alone or 2 or more of identifying some roles, objects or characters in the life of the child, and the use of equipment aiding in the imagination of the player. Taking gender into consideration,for boys, Cluster 1: tag, running and it games; Cluster 2: included the skill of jumping with an apparatus and those done in a confined space; Cluster 3: included those with role and character identities and the use of small toys; Cluster 4: action , mime and rhyme.  For girls, Cluster 1: skills of running, tagging, jumping and the element of it; Cluster 2: roles and characters and activities that could be played alone; and Cluster 3: mime and rhymes.


In conclusion, three categories of play activities among pre-schoolers are identified: Tag/run, action songs, toy centered play activities. In terms of values, tag/run activities are team and competition oriented , action songs are creativity and personal interaction oriented while those involving toys are imagination and looking into self types of plays activities. Gender and socialization patters are factors that could be considered in identifying and categorizing games that pre-school children play. 
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